ITALIAN   SCHOOLS

Penelope has long devised an elaborate plan by
which to postpone the acceptance of the suitors. She
has sworn that she will not remarry until she has fin-
ished the tapestry which she spends the day in weaving
and the night in unravelling. On the day of her hus-
band's return, Penelope was at her wits' end as her
plan had been discovered and all hope of further post-
ponement was lost.

Pintoricchio shows us Penelope at her loom, with the
suitors standing around her. One of the suitors has
apparently been hunting, for he bears a hawk upon his
arm. In the doorway stands the wanderer Ulysses,
returned in the nick of time.

The picture is not only delightful as a decoration
but also as a reflection of the artist's observance of
detail. The loom forms the principal part of the design
and plays a charming counter-pattern with the tessel-
lated floor. The lady is pressing the treadles with her
sandled feet whilst her handmaid sits beside her wind-
ing the thread on to a little hand loom. On the ground,
a playful cat is enjoying a ball of thread and on the
high frame of the loom is a bird.

Above the head of Penelope hang a bow and a
quiver of arrows, 'the possessions of her husband.

Through the window, we see a few; of the adventures
which befell Ulysses and his companions during their
travels. On the left is the island of the enchantress
Circe who has turned some of the companions into
swine, whilst further to the right we see the ship of
Ulysses with the hero bound to the mast, the only way
in which he can resist the temptations of the Sirens
with which the waters are infested.

Little is known of Pintoricchio's life. He worked en-
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